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PROPOSED ROAD RENAMING – DENBARKER ROAD AND PART OF AMARILLUP ROAD 

SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS 

 

Submission 

No. 

Name/Address 

of submitter 
Summary of Submission 

1. Basil and Lorna Drage 

165 Denbarker Road 

Mount Barker WA 6324 

In response to your letter 28 May 2010 re the proposal to rename part of Amarillup Road and Denbarker Road we wish to 

oppose this again and make the following points.  

Denbarker Road was named in mid 1950’s when development of the Denbarker War Service farming area began (some 40 

properties). It has been and still is the name that recognises and lead into this farming district. It is part of district history, just 

like Woogenellup Road and Perillup Road etc are.  

The supposed confusion between the Denmark-Mount Barker Road and the Denbarker Road is excuse for this proposal, not a 

reason, as clear signage identifies these two very different roads. The new entrance off Muirs Highway to the Denmark-

Mount Barker Road makes it more prominent than ever, so this is clearly not an issue.  

As property owners on the Denbarker Road since its development, we are very opposed to any change to the road name or 

our property address.  

The name Seymour Road is appropriate where it is as former residents, the Seymour family were original War Services 

farmers along that section of road.  

If any change is needed, Denbarker Road should be extended south to the Springs Road corner, where there is clearly a 

change of roads. Most importantly, it would also then connect to the recently built Denbarker War Memorial.  

This is the second name change attempt in three years, last time he tried for a change of the road name (Denbarker Road) and 

fail.  

We hope you will reject the proposal in light of the issues we have raised.  

2. Philip Drage 

481 Denbarker Road 

Mount Barker WA 6324 

I oppose any name change.  

Reasons a road name where practical needs to: 

a) Indicate where a road goes e.g. Woogenellup Road goes to Woogenellup. Porongurup Road goes to Porongurups.  

b) Provide property addresses e.g. 123 Denbarker Road  

Any change to a road name of long standing (Denbarker Road named in 1950s) is confusing and disruptive for many years.  

3. Aaron Drage 

PO Box 149 

Mount Barker WA 6324 

I am against any name change to the Denbarker Road.  

I have lived on Denbarker Road all my life and still I do not want to change, all my block and postal address. It will be harder 
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for me that the odd people that get lost.  

4. Linda White  

165 Denbarker Road 

Denbarker WA 6324 

In regards to the proposal to re-name part of Amarillup Road and Denbarker Road I would like to say initially when the name 

change proposal was presented to me via petition I could immediately relate to the odd time confusion had arisen over the 

Denbarker and Denmark-Mount Barker Road. However only being new to the district. I had failed to take into account the 

history and connection the people in this area have to this settlement. I had also failed to consider the enormous issues 

associated with the name change, maps, titles, mortgages, business registrations, lease agreements and all other personal 

information. This inconvience of time, fuel, photocopying, faxing and signed lettes, not to mention all the related costs would 

make this my own personal nightmare. A lost purse is bad enough.  

We are a small community with very little traffic and I believe that for the occasional visitor that cannot understand simple 

direction (25km west on Muirs Highway from main roundabout) it should definitely be left as it is.  

Instead of creating havoc for our residents amend incorrect information on the internet where Wikipedia states (re Mount 

Barker, WA) ‘the locals refer to the Denmark-Mount Barker Road as Denbarker Road. This is advertised world wide and 

does noting to help, only confuse. ‘Read the signs people.’ 

I formally request my signature on the petition to be removed.   

5. Barry and Deb Drage 

23 Pardelup Road 

Forest Hill WA 6324 

I appose any name change to Denbarker Road.  

This is the second time in three years they have tried to change the name of Denbarker Road – I am against it.  

My property joins Denbarker Road and I have lived in this area for over 40 years and do not wish to change the name. This 

name change will cause other problems for the residents living on this road, so we have had this road as ‘Denbarker Road’ 

for the past 55 years we don’t need to confuse the issue again.  

6. Elders Forestry Limited 

146 Aberdeen Street 

Albany WA 6331 

Thank you for considering the company’s interests in your proposal to rename part of Amerillup Road and Denbarker Road.  

The change will not unduly influence the company’s business. Elders Forestry supports the change to rationalise the number 

of road names in the district and avoid confusion for non-local road users.  

7. Australian Bluegum 

Plantations Pty Ltd 

3/191 Chester Pass Road 

Albany WA 6330 

Australian Bluegum Plantations has no objections to the name change.  

8. Kevin and Lyn Forbes 

PO Box 196 

Mount Barker WA 6324 

Denbarker Road was named in the mid 1950s when development of the Denbarker War Service farming area began. Some 40 

properties were allocated. It has been and still is the name that recognises and leads into this farming area. It is part of district 

history, just like Woogenellup Road and Perillup Road etc are.  

We spent eleven years farming two of those 40 properties and leasing anther. In that time, there was not ever any confusion 

on how to find our residence.  

If any change is required, the Denbarker Road should be extended south to The Springs Road corner, where there is a change 

of roads and road names. Most importantly, it would then connect to the junction where the recently built Denbarker War 

Memorial has been erected. This memorial clearly ‘makes a statement’.  It causes us to remember those who had returned 

from war and were allocated a War Service Land Settlement block where after starting out under difficult circumstances 
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families managed to shape a farming area which became well respected as an agricultural land location and as part of the 

‘rich and beautiful Plantagenet.’ 

Changing the Denbarker Road name would delete a very important part of the history of the Shire of Plantagenet.  

Please note, Denbarker as a name must hold some significance. It has been added to the Forest Hill Hall title. 

9. Jean Lynch  

239 Denbarker Road 

Mount Barker WA 6324 

I have been a resident of the Forest Hill/Denbarker region for over 50 years and am against the proposed road change for 

many reasons. 

The area of Denbarker was taken up by war service settlers and their families in the 1960’s. The road name is the main 

identification that signifies that this area existed. This is important to past and present families of these settlers. Many of these 

families and their descendents still have a strong attachment to the area, as demonstrated by a recent reunion of settlers to 

celebrate 50 years of the settlement in the Denbarker area.  

My second point refutes the argument that the name should be changed because it is confusing with the Denmark Road. In 

the 54 years that I have been a resident on this road we have had very little confusion with tourists or visitors finding their 

destination. I feel that it would create greater confusion and disruption to all concerned to change the Denbarker Road to 

Seymour Road. In addition now that the Denmark Road has become the Denmark-Mount Barker Road any similarity of road 

names does not exist.  

I hope that you will give this matter careful consideration before any decision is made.   

10. Ron Lynch  

239 Denbarker Road 

Mount Barker WA 6324 

Having lived in Forest Hill/Denbarker area for 65 years and living down Denbarker Road for some 29 years, I feel Denbarker 

Road should retain its name, as it is an arterial road that leads to a given area and not just to an individual’s property.  

Denbarker Road was upgraded in the late 50s and early 60s to service 40 war service land settlement farms. By continuing 

Seymour Road onto the highway I feel it is an injustice to the other 39 returned service personal that originally farmed the 

area. I would like to see the Denbarker Road stay as it is.  

11. Clive Drage 

239 Denbarker Road 

Mount Barker WA 6324 

As a lifetime resident at the Forest Hill/Denbarker region I am strongly against the proposed name change.  

This matter was raised locally three years ago and resident ratepayers, who have been in the area for a long time, voted 

against any name change. Since this matter was raised a significant change has already been made to address the issue of a 

perceived confusion and that is the change of the name Denmark Road to Denmark-Mount Barker Road and is now well sign 

posted.  

Another aspect is the historical significance of the name Denbarker Road. It leads to the Denbarker region and I feel that it is 

important to maintain and preserve our local history and heritage for future generations. This point is probably lost on new 

residents who are often not ratepayers and are short-term stayers. This historical significance was demonstrated in a recent 

reunion of war service settlers of the region. Even though many of the settlers have since retired they still have fold memories 

and a strong attachment to the area.  

As a second-generation farmer in this area, I have seen many changes, one of the main one’s was the development of the 

Blue Gum Industry. This has seen a major reduction in the size of the community in the Denbarker/Forest Hill region and a 

big change in its character.  

Our family has chosen to continue farming in this area and have made a major commitment long term to this area. We have a 
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farming business that incorporates a Merino Stud and we trade on the locality of the Denbarker/Forest Hill region in our 

advertising material. The locality of the Forest Hill/Denbarker region is known state wide as an area of quality Merino wool 

This road name change directly affects our business, as we would have to change our business material and address. This is a 

major inconvenience for us, we have also recently had to change our address with the introduction of the road number 

system, and we can do without another change.  

Lastly I feel that the proposal and the way it was canvassed has been very divisive, which is unfortunate in a small 

community where we do need to rely on each other in time of crisis. No consultation was given to affected ratepayers on the 

change to the amendment from the original petition submission. I do not feel that this was the right thing to do.  

12. Pam Sounness 

PO Box 272 

Mount Barker WA 6324 

I wish to express my concern to the proposal of the Shire of Plantagenet to rename part of Amarillup Road (east of The 

Springs Road intersection) and Denbarker Road to Seymour Road.  

This concern is based on my keen interest of the local history of the Shire of Plantagenet and my belief that where practical 

and possible the heritage of the area should be retained.  

I declare that I was a signatory on the petition presented by Mr Darrel Drage to the Council at the meeting held on 4 May 

2010. According to the Meeting Minutes the first section of the petition stated the following:  

‘We agree the road name should be changed from Denbarker Road to Old Pile Road as has been used from the 1880’s to 

help stop continued confusion between Denbarker Road and the Denmark Road. Some maps have called both roads the 

Debarker Road (including Tourist Bureau maps)’ 

I, at the time, supported the possible change to Old Pile Road as it was historically linked to this location but I am afraid that 

I cannot support the renaming to Seymour Road.  

If this decision results in the necessity to delete my name from the petition then I request you to do so.  

Since the publication of the ‘Proposed Road Renaming’ submission announcement in the Plantagenet News, dated 9 June 

2010, I have carried out research on the history of the Denbarker area and revisited the site of the roads concerned.  

My research has clearly revealed that the renaming of the road to Seymour Road will be totally inconsistent with the 

development and history of the area. It is the locality of Denbarker and the road was formed and later sealed to enable access 

to the area and this directional road naming should be retained.  

I still however strongly support the request for more precise signage.  

My investigation has shown that the confusion must surely arise from human error and I feel this can be corrected.  

If the Shire of Plantagenet could ensure that modern electronic mapping facilities are correct, produce an updated clear map 

to be issued for public distribution and endeavor to have more appropriate signage strategically placed within the vicinity the 

chance of any further confusion should be minimal.  

I am aware that since the completion of the new Muirs Highway and Denmark-Mount Barker Road junction the erection of 

very clear precise signage has alleviated some of the possible confusion with the Denbarker Road.  

Noticeably along Muirs Highway all side roads other than the Denbarker Road have appropriate pre-warning signs indicating 

that one is approaching a minor road (e.g. Jones Road, St Werburghs Road, Whitworth Road).  
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If two of these yellow signs carrying the name Denbarker Road could be placed in strategic positions on the Muirs Highway 

further confusion could be prevented.  

I thank you for providing the opportunity to forward a submission regarding this proposed road name change and trust that 

some consideration will be given to my input.   

 

 

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED PRIOR TO ADVERTISING PERIOD 

Submission 

No. 

Name/Address 

of submitter 
Summary of Submission 

1. Robert Barker  

65 McCook Road  

Mount Barker WA 6324 

I Robert Barker strenuously object to the petition raised by Mr Darrel Drage on the 4 May to change Denbarker to Old Pile 

Road.  

I have recently purchased Lot No. 1784 Denbarker Road and oppose any name changes to this road.  

2. St John Ambulance Australia 

Mt Barker Subcentre 

PO Box 133 

Mount Barker WA 6324 

A group of local residents, headed by Darryl Drage, want to change the name of Denbarker Road to its original name of Pile 

Road.  

Many people are concerned that this road gets confused with the ‘Denmark-Mount Barker Road’.  

There have been incidences in the past where the emergency services have been called to a vehicle crash and police and fire 

fighters have ended up on the wrong road. Whether the caller gave the communications centre the wrong road name or 

volunteers went to the wrong road we cannot say.  

I know that even with our own volunteers on training night, there has been confusion and misunderstanding with the two road 

names. As volunteer groups people are always changing, we are becoming less reliant on local knowledge as we attract more 

people with no local history and knowledge.  

We ask that you consider this proposal of road name change to do away with confusion on this matter.  

3. St John Ambulance Australia 

Denmark Subcentre 

PO Box 198 

Denmark WA 6333 

There is frequent confusion about the use of Denbarker Road, and the Denmark-Mount Barker Road. You are probably aware 

that many people in Denmark refer to the Denmark-Mount Barker Road as Denbarker Road.  

In an emergency situation, a person calling 000, could give an address as Denbarker Road when in fact the emergency is on 

the Denmark-Mount Barker Road. Bear in mind that the phone operator at the emergency centre in Perth does not know the 

local area and would not think to distinguish one from the other.  

The situation has the potential to greatly delay the response time of an ambulance, and one day may place somebody at 

greater risk than necessary.  

We would strongly support that the Denbarker Road name be changed to another name.  

4. Tom Rouse 

2 Martin Street 

Mount Barker WA 6324 

I strongly support the motion proposed by Darrly Drage that the Denbarker Road be renamed to something else less 

confusing such as Seymour Road or Pile Road as suggested.  

This is because I have found that on many occasions people have confused the Denbarker Road with the Denmark-Mount 
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Barker Road and not been able to find their destinations.  

I have personally met several people in the area looking for the Denbarker Road and some have gone all the way to Denmark 

before realising they have made a mistake.  

Fortunately this has not been an emergency however it has the potential to cause confusion which may delay the arrival of an 

emergency services vehicle.  

5. Sharon Rouse 

2 Martin Street 

Mount Barker WA 6324 

I strongly support the motion proposed by Darryl Drage that the Denbarker Road be renamed.  

I have found that on occasions people have confused the Denbarker Road with the Denmark-Mount Barker Road and not 

been able to find their destinations.  

As a Community Nurse there has been occasions where this has been an issue and staff has been unable to locate clients. 

Fortunately this has not been an emergency.  

However it has the potential to cause confusion which may delay the arrival of emergency services.  

I believe that renaming the road would assist in removing some of this confusion and clearly define roads for locals, tourists 

and emergency services.  

6. Neville and Carolyn Lindberg 

656 Seymour Road 

Denbarker WA 6324 

We wish to express our support in respect to the road renaming of Denbarker Road.  

Our property is located at the end of Denbarker Road section which is referred to as Seymour Road and on numerous 

occasions we have assisted tourists in their attempts to find Denmark.  

When in Mount Barker and Denmark ourselves we often hear people referring to the Denmark-Mount Barker Road as the 

Denbarker Road when giving directions to people. This has been reflected recently in the associated food and wine festival 

brochures giving directions to wineries and trout farms. Also in local newspapers in respect to a recent truck accident.  

When directing people to our property they always asked why the name of the road does not follow through from Muirs 

Highway to Blue Lake Road as they have found it confusing when referring to maps.  

We appreciate that the issue is not a local one and there is a set process in resolving these types of complaints however we 

feel that the renaming of Denbarker Road will assist the greater community.  
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