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PROJECT DETAILS 

Project Title Jessee Lee Johns - The Ronald Courtney Institute 

Please outline your project/funding requirements: (attach an extra page if required) 

In recent years, Jessee Lee Johns has developed a series of artworks based on his 
micro-nation, The Commonwealth of New Bayswater, featuring businesses and government 
entities such as embassies, a beach resort, and a state religion. These large-scale installations, 
built from largely recycled materials, act as independent spaces within their host locations, 
requiring visitors to obtain a visa for entry. 

http://www.jesseeleejohns.com.au/ 

In 2025 ART ON THE MOVE supported Johns to develop a new project, The Ronald Courtney 
Institute, set in the Porongurups. The Institute was created over a period of two months using 
building materials sourced locally through community exchange. It opened to the public in April 
with a series of free community events; cultural activities that focused on the history and 

. . . . 

Funding Requested (excluding GST) $ 24,900 

Total Project Cost (excluding GST, please include in-kind and financial) $ 47,398 

Provide a timeline for your project including start and finish dates and any milestones 
(Attach a separate page for timeline if required). 

July 2025 
Jessee returns to Porongurup for community consultation 

How and where will your project/purchases take place? 

The Ronald Courtney Institute is located at Karribank, 1983 Porongurup Road, Porongurup. 

*Please note we are still waiting on a Building Inspection approval, see attached email thread

What is your group/organisation's contribution to this project? Please include in-kind and 
financial. 

Financial 
$15,000 (RETB Capacity Building) 
$1,600 (RETB Marketing) 
$1,500 (RETB Travel Costs) 

In-kind 
5 148 

How many people do you expect to attend/participate in your project/event? 

1 Sayah 
1 Jessee 

How many people from the Plantagenet Shire do you expect to attend/participate in your 
project/event? 

1 Sayah 
5 Karribank staff 
3 residency artists (local) 

APPLICATION FORM COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRAM CATEGORY 3 AND 4 GRANTS 

Shire of Plantagenet I www.plantagenet.wa.gov.au Page 4 of 8 
















